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rights . v1olatﬂons'
Letelier caseI |
the Plnochet ﬁeblm

kely to leav
tproblems from al per=
'.from that_of 1ts £orelgn

» ﬁ“The Ch11‘ Gove rnment is not'only hardene
'natlonal crltlc sm; but--as the éountry s p051t10n has
vstrengthened inf the years 51nce thq coup--feels increas-
ingly less. vulherable to- antl-Chllean sentlment" Con-=:
trasting the: golmtlcal ‘chads| and. tnlple digit. ‘inflation
‘of the Allendeﬁadmlnlstratlon with. the’ economlc]recovery
and relatlvelyjh%gh popular suppqré for the government
. today, mllltaryileaders claim their, p011c1es have been
‘vindicated.’ {They still subscrlb% to the iview: that: the
;Allende period was la-cataclysmic natlonalhexper ence:
. from which Ch11e”cou1d’recover onlylby a,thorough reor-
1ts economyland polltlcal systeml; Believ-
ing. they could 1mp1ement this program only by rooting -
out:all: leftlst extreﬂ sts, mllltary leaders néw ration=~
snve human’ rlghts V1olatlons of the

1 s the necessary ‘cost of larger po-

1 litical,; obJectlves.l‘The nation' s dramatlcallyilmproved
human rights record since; 1976 is, therefore, due pri-.
| marily to the'reglme s|be11ef that the threat from the

_ :left has partl i S

ally bub51ded.:_ jf.gh gr
. "”II' -f. 1o '""i

: In holdlng these Vlews,'the Chxlean m111tary remains
rat odds ‘with mosﬁ othhe 1nternatlona1 communlty San- -
sincei/discarded its 1n1t1al hopélthat many
| |in' pafticular,| those of the|Westi:would
| appreciate ‘its, efforts;to crush: "Marxist‘dlctatorshxp"-
~-and'recognlzehthé'“nee " for firm measures. Méreover,.
Chile stllljdoes"n fshare the general 1nternat10nal N
perception that é pr}tractedlperzod .of 'authoritarian -
||. rule isout|of placé-xn Chile--one of ‘the few Latin .
.;’American countri

1,
Kl
'

‘nations-~-and,

ﬁth a long democratlcltradition.'
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Santzago, therefore’ has dlfflculty understandlng the

strength. of; anti-chllean sentiment: abroad and |is chagrlned !
. at what it; sees'as .a gullible West--fed by 80v1et propa=- .- i
'fganda--applylngla double standard in Judglng rrghtlst and -

leftist governmentsJ ’ H
o " ‘ l ‘ ‘ i" ’ ) - . w!{ _= r_’.'; ,

cL The Plnochet reglme partlcularly resents what 1t be- ;
~lieves to beilnadeqnate recognltlon of 1mprovements in its -
human rights record Chilean frustration on thls score :
was evident|in. December 1977, wh-n, after a year of sig=
nificant amelloratlon of! human rlghts condltlons in Chile,
the UN's annualsresolutlon falled ‘to acknowledge fully
these gains. J Santxago respondedlby holding a plebzsc1te
in whlch Chlleans*fejpcted the- UN. flnucngs by a three to
~one vote and{ in 301ng so, gave: an; 1mp11c1t vote of confl-":
;dence to t?Tjr rogernrent i ‘. } oo
S IR I 81 0 L C P ’ : N o A
- To a large,the t, the Pinochet . reglme is pragmatlc-e
as 1nd1cated|by'hts,fa1r1y close| ties to a government as -
1deolog1ca11“ dlsszmllar as,Chlna s--and 'theréfore is able
..to be flexlble'ror'the sake of pract1ca1 advantage.‘ For .
>examp1e, whed 1nternatlona1 labox organlzatlons threatened
to boycott Chllean«sh1pp1ng last{JanuaryA Santi : lacated
them' by eas;nglﬁfstrxctlons on. C?i}ean labor. ! -
o I T N ey b o ,
- NonethelF’sU‘SantlagJ apparently feels llttle compul-
s1onlto y1e1d.ground to the Unitead statesd and.most other .-
‘Western countrleslat thxs[tlme, erhaps because reductlonsv‘m
“in their public;hssfstance to Chile havellessened their
leverage. lAs~1nd1cated by its réfusal to make |even  a’
credible: showiof|investlgat1ng the! Leteller case, the
regime. doeslnot belileve that Washlngton is 1n,a position -

-to make Chlleppaylh”weryfﬁlgh price for |its obstznancy.
As 1ong as/| theselcircumstances prevall,uthe w:thholdlng
~of ‘approbation|b ’thehlntérnatiohal community Icannot be
.expected to. resu;t inufurther improvements in|Chile's"
human " rlghts'“ecord7 : e rveg;,“
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